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before Wordsworth finally settled down in the
scenes with which his name and the power of his
genius were to be for ever associated. During
this interval it was that two great sources of
personal influence were opened to him. He
entered upon that close and beloved companion-
ship with his sister, which remained unbroken
to the end of their days; and he first made the
acquaintance of Coleridge. The character of
Dorothy Wordsworth has long taken its place
in the gallery of admirable and devoted women
who have inspired the work and the thoughts
of great men. " She is a woman, indeed/' said
Coleridge., " in mind I mean, and heart; for her
person is such that if you expected to see a pretty
woman, you would think her rather ordinary; if
you expected to see an ordinary woman, you
would think her pretty." To the solidity, sense,
and strong intelligence of the Wordsworth stock
she added a grace, a warmth, a liveliness pecu-
liarly her own. Her nature shines transparent in
her letters, in her truly admirable journal, and in
every report that we have of her. Wordsworth's
own feelings for her, and his sense of the debt
that he owed to her faithful affection and eager
mind, he has placed on lasting record.